
We’re observing Denim Day on April 26 to increase awareness of sexual assault prevention 
 
As part of our observance of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the President’s Cabinet invites 
you to wear denim on Wednesday, April 26, with supervisor approval. 
 
Denim Day, an international observance, was started 18 years ago. As the Peace Over Violence 
campaign says, “The campaign was triggered by a ruling by the Italian Supreme Court where a 
rape conviction was overturned because the justices felt that since the victim was wearing tight 
jeans she must have helped her rapist remove her jeans, thereby implying consent. The 
following day, the women in the Italian Parliament came to work wearing jeans in solidarity 
with the victim. Peace Over Violence developed the Denim Day campaign in response to this 
case and the activism surrounding it. Since then, wearing jeans on Denim Day has become a 
symbol of protest against erroneous and destructive attitudes about sexual assault.” 
 
This is the first year that UNTHSC has observed Denim Day. “Denim Day gives us a rare 
opportunity to stand together and unite around our Value of Respect,” said Steve Sosland, 
Executive Vice President and Chief People Officer. “Wearing denim on April 26 is our way of 
saying we shall not tolerate sexual assault in any form. The origin of the event in Italy reminds 
us we are a campus of professions and professionals. Our behaviors and actions define us, not 
our clothing.”  
 
Share the Denim Day flyer. 
 
You can do more in addition to wearing denim. Our campus has activities throughout the 
month of April, including a flower planting in honor and memory of victims/survivors of sexual 
assault during the Earth Day Event on April 20. See and share the Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month flyer. 
 
See the Denim Day site to promise to take action: http://denimdayinfo.org/get-
involved/#/the-denim-day-promise 
  
The UNTHSC observance of Sexual Assault Awareness Month is an initiative of the Wellness 
Services within the Office of Student Services. Questions? Please contact Stephanie Cuellar, 
Stephanie.Cuellar@UNTHSC.edu or 817-735-5402.  
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