
Faculty Senate “Takeaways”— September 11, 2020 
  

 
 

1) Thanks to all who participated in the September 8 faculty assembly, and to those 
providing comments and feedback to help your Senate ensure these events remain 
informative and relevant.  Early feedback reflects an appreciation for President Williams 
and Provost Taylor taking the time to attend and contribute.  The brief Qualtrics survey 
remains open and we invite any who have not yet made their voices heard to visit and 
contribute at https://unt.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bEfLxoZDRyoAL1r  

 
2) Provost Taylor updated your Faculty Senate on several important initiatives, including 

the HSC’s developing simulation capabilities.  Dr. Taylor noted that simulation facilities 
will be housed on the first floor if the Gibson Lewis Library, with renovations to begin in 
the coming months for a Center expected to be operational within 18 months.  
Simulation can take many forms, but in every instance allows immersive training in a 
much more flexible and accessible format than traditional approaches.  Because this 
remains in the planning stages it is not too late to consider and share your own or your 
program’s needs, and we urge you to reach out to the Provost’s office or CIL’s Kim 
Meyer with thoughts, interests, and questions.   
 

3) Upcoming renovation plans are not limited to the library. Your Senate learned of plans 
to build out the Clinic building’s first floor to expand Quest Diagnostics’ footprint on 
campus and also to provide the HSC’s first ever retail pharmacy.   
 

4) Your Senators spent a productive half-hour with the HSC’s Chief Information Officer 
Juan Serrano.  Mr. Serrano addressed faculty concerns about weekend and after-hours 
IT support in our Pandemic Era’s remote work environment as well as planning for the 
infrastructure necessary to support it.  The latter includes the movement of HSC faculty 
and staff toward a single computing device as well as cloud-based services intended to 
ensure seamless access and interfacing with HSC systems from any location.  Faculty 
with pressing IT issues after-hours should reach out to either the Lewis Library or the 
campus Police department; and more routine IT questions and/or feedback can be 
addressed either to Mr. Serrano or Ms. Christian Markgraf.  
 

5) Finally, Dr. Caroline Rickards reports a productive and well-attended inaugural Women’s 
Faculty Network event at the beginning of September.  The WFN hosted TCOM’s Dr. 
Susan Franks very timely presentation of coping strategies intended to help faculty 
better manage the high-pressure balancing act of work, family, and other roles familiar 
to so many of us.  A big thank you and shout out to Dr. Franks’ taking time for this, and a 
bigger one to Dr. Rickards for her work on our faculty’s behalf—you are appreciated! 
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